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From the Helm 
Commodore's Report 
 

Lee Coller 

2025 SCYA Commodore 
commodore@scya.org 
  

As I write this the Commdores’ 
Cruise to Avalon and Catalina Island 
Yacht Club has just completed.  First of all, I’d like to thank 
Catalina Island Yacht Club for their hospitality.  They were 
very welcoming to us.  Also, thanks to Rear Commodore 
Elena Yuasa and Vice Commodore Jodi Masters-Gonzales for 
their help. 
 
The weather was excellent for the cruise, sunny and the 
perfect temperature.  Almost everyone competed in the 
Gilligan’s Island contest, Congratulations to our Judge 
Advocate, Kimberly “Ginger” Milligan.  Half the cruise 
competed in miniature golf, the winning score was 8 over par 
(congratulations to our Vice Commodore who shocked that 
she won).   
 
I personally had a great time, that is until Sunday morning, 
when I woke up to a boat with no electricity, later 

https://mailchi.mp/scya.org/searchlight-newsletter-2025-october-13906439?e=%5bUNIQID%5d#SearchlightSubmissionGuidelines
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investigation revealed that one of my two LiFePo4 batteries 
was not working, so I only had half the power available I 
thought I did, so the other one went dead during the 
night.  That was complicated when I went to start my engine, 
and discovered by start battery didn’t have enough oomph to 
start the engine.  I was eventually able to get a jump which 
charged my one good battery (there’s a longer story here 
that if you see me in person you can ask me about it – let’s 
just say I learned a lot about how my electrical system 
operates that day). 
 
I note that our service center manager Kim Bergeron will be 
leaving us shortly, I want to thank her for the excellent work 
she has done in organizing the job of Service Center 
Manager, working to keep the website up to date, answering 
emails (and a few phone calls – its amazing how few phone 
calls we get these days).  If you see Kim be sure to thank her 
for her work. 
 
I also note that nominations for SCYA awards are still 
open.  Some close on Oct 31st, others on Nov 30th.  Please 
see the website (https://scya.org/scya_service-awards/) for 
further information. 
 
I hope to see many of you at the November Regular Meeting 
held at Santa Monica Windjammers Yacht Club. This is the 
meeting where the officers and directors for the following 
year are elected. 
 
Lee Coller 

https://scya.org/scya_service-awards/


 

2025 SCYA Commodore 
commodore@scya.org 

  

From the Bridge 
V/C Report 
 

Jodi Masters-Gonzales 

2025 SCYA Vice Commodore 
vicecommodore@scya.org 
 
It is with a heavy heart that I call attention to the passing of 
two beautiful souls who left us recently. SCYA, ASMBYC, 
KHYC and RBYC S/C Jerry Martin and former PRYC Director 
Mike Morgan. Both of these men were shining lights in our 
community. If you spent time in King Harbor over the past 
decades, it's likely you met one or both of them at one point 
or another.  
 
S/C Jerry Martin was the consummate Corinthian leader, 
participating in local and regional yacht club activities to the 
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bitter end, with his dedicated bride, SCYA H/C Norie Martin, 
always at his side. Jerry taught me the value of listening 
more than speaking, especially in Board Meetings. When 
Jerry offered his wisdom, it was well-reasoned and insightful, 
often cutting through to the heart of what mattered most to 
members and the mission. I always looked forward to seeing 
Jerry at meetings and hearing a tale or two about the storied 
history of our clubs. He was a fountain of knowledge. Jerry's 
Celebration of Life is scheduled for Saturday, November 22nd 
at King Harbor Yacht Club. 
 
PRYC Director Mike Morgan held a special place in my heart. 
He and his dedicated bride, Sue Morgan, sponsored me into 
my first yacht club, PRYC, many years ago, and became dear 
friends. Staples in King Harbor for 44 years, Mike was an avid 
racer in the 1990s with Bill Webster (KHYC). Mike's 
leadership was more informal, yet incredibly impactful, in the 
ways that he served our membership and those visiting from 
the broader community. Mike always had a big, welcoming 
smile and wit that made everyone feel instantly welcome. 
Mike taught me the value of unselfish dedication to the club, 
like so many yacht club members who remain largely behind 
the scenes. Couples like Mike and Sue are exemplars of the 
special sauce to what makes clubs fun, keeps members 
renewing/applying, and looking forward to the next event.  
 
I will miss Jerry and Mike tremendously. Both of them have 
shaped what it means to me to be an effective leader, in 
good times and when the going gets tough. I hope to see 
these Pilots face-to-face, once more, when I have crossed the 
bar.  



 

 
(L-R: SCYA Commodore Lee Coller, S/C Jerry Martin, and H/C Norie Martin) 
 



 
(PRYC Director Mike Morgan and Sue Morgan) 
 
Our 2025 Commodores' Cruise to Avalon was a wonderful 
way to close out the summer cruising season. The weekend 



was filled with lots of fun and camaraderie between old and 
new friends. Congratulations to Commodore Lee Coller for 
effectively setting the tone and theme for the event—
Gilligan's Island! We all had a terrific time and shared many 
belly-laughs seeing each other's character selections and 
interpretative costumes. Thank you to Catalina Island Yacht 
Club for opening your doors to us again this year and all of 
the volunteers who helped make this event a great success!  
 

 
(Gilligan's Island costume winners!) 
 



 
(José and I all dressed up...I think something's going on between Lovey and the Skipper!) 
 
LOOKING AHEAD—SAVE THE DATES! 
The 96th Annual SCYA Midwinter Regatta race scheduling 
is underway. Dates are February 21-22 and February 28-
March 1. If your club hasn't already submitted your 
race/class event information, please get it submitted ASAP 
to vicecommodore@scya.org. I am also looking for someone 
to design our logo for the event, which will be featured on the 
website, flyers, apparel and in the 2026 yearbook. Contact 
me for more details! 
 
The 2026 Women's Conference is scheduled for March 20-
22, 2026 and will be co-hosted by National Women's Sailing 
Association (NWSA) and SCYA at historic Long Beach Yacht 
Club. Planning is well underway. If you are interested in 

mailto:vicecommodore@scya.org


 

being an instructor and/or volunteer, please reach out! 
 
In closing, I am very excited about our 2026 slate of officers 
and agenda. If you are interested in serving in an appointed 
position, please reach out. We have many committee and 
liaison roles to fill. Everyone is welcome to inquire and I'd 
love to hear from you! 
 
Much aloha and mahalo 🌺🌺 

Jodi Masters-Gonzales 
2025 SCYA Vice Commodore 
vicecommodore@scya.org 

  
 

From the Bridge 
R/C Report 
 

Elena Yuasa 

https://scya.org/scya-committees/
https://scya.org/scya-committees/
mailto:vicecommodore@scya.org


2025 SCYA Rear Commodore 
rearcommodore@scya.org 

 
Charting a Year of Racing, Celebration, and Community 
Spirit! 
 
Charting a New Course for 2026! 
 
The Southern California yachting season is already buzzing 
with anticipation as preparations for the 2026 SCYA Race 
Calendar are well underway! Behind the scenes, teams 
of dedicated volunteers and club leaders are charting 
another exciting year of races, regattas, and 
camaraderie on the water. 
 
“We’re not just organizing races; we’re shaping the 
adventures that bring our community together.” 
 
Collaboration at the Helm 
 
To kick off the effort, Vice Commodore Jodi Masters-Gonzales 
held a Zoom session on October 20th to review best practices 
and confirm the standard format for race submissions with 
me. The session was valuable because she shared lessons 
learned and ideas during data collection. 
 
Next Steps: 

• Harbor Associations are submitting drafts 
• The goal is to finalize the calendar soon 

mailto:rearcommodore@scya.org


• Stay tuned for the official 2026 SCYA Race Calendar 
releases  

Spotlight on Excellence: Club of the Year Competition 
 
Excitement is mounting for the 2025 Club of the 
Year competition! Chair Sylvia Wheeler will be collecting 
binders at the November 8th meeting, and clubs have 
been working diligently to present their accomplishments for 
the year.  
 
Good luck to all participating clubs. We can’t wait to celebrate 
your achievements! 
  
Stories That Inspire 
 
Beyond regattas and rankings, our member clubs have 
shared inspirational stories of leadership, philanthropy, 
and growth. From membership drives to charitable 
events and mentorship programs, clubs across Southern 
California are finding ways to make an impact both on the 
water and within their communities. 
 
Together, we continue to build a network of friendship, 
respect, and shared passion for the sea. 
 
2025 Commodore’s Cruise Recap – “A Gilligan’s Island 
Adventure!” 
 
SCYA Commodore’s Cruise, held October 24–25, was an 
unforgettable weekend filled with laughter, camaraderie, 



and tropical fun! 
 
Friday: Setting Raft -Up in Style 
 
The weekend kicked off with a lively raft-up at SV Pascal’s 
Wager, graciously hosted by Commodore Lee Coller. It was 
wonderful reconnecting with friends and making new ones 
amid the great island vibes.  
  
Evening Social at CIYC 
 
Later that evening, the Catalina Island Yacht Club 
(CIYC) rolled out its signature hospitality with a cocktail 
social overlooking the harbor. 
 
Special thanks to Karen Cooper, Debby Platt, Lorraine 
Coller, and Rhoda Lincoln for helping me create a show-
stopping appetizer and charcuterie display that 
delighted every guest! 
 
Saturday Fun: Mini Golf & Gilligan’s Island Costumes 
 
The Miniature Golf Tournament at Golf Gardens had 
everyone swinging for fun! Prizes went to both the highest 
and the lowest scorers, keeping the spirit light-
hearted. 
 
The evening's Gilligan’s Island-themed dinner, trivia, and 
bingo night had everyone laughing. Costumes ranged from 
the Skipper to Ginger, and the fun never stopped! 
  



Weekend Highlights 
 
Members enjoyed the best of Catalina, great weather, 
beautiful views, and the joy of being together. Be sure to 
check out the photo collage and relive the best moments 
from our unforgettable weekend. 
 
If you missed this year’s fun, don’t worry! Plans are already 
underway for the 2026 Commodore’s Cruise, another 
voyage full of friendship, laughter, and lasting memories. 
 
Save the date and stay tuned for details! 

 

 



 



 

 

 

Elena Yuasa 
2025 SCYA Rear Commodore 
rearcommodore@scya.org 

  

 

 

SCYA SPECIAL REPORT 
A Message from 
S/C John Caldwell 

 

mailto:rearcommodore@scya.org


 
(L-R: S/C John Caldwell and Commodore Lee Coller) 

 
To my friends at SCYA, 
 
I’ve recently been diagnosed with terminal cancer. The 
doctors give me anywhere from six to nine months, maybe a 
little more, maybe a little less.  While no one knows for sure, 
I’m doing my best to get things in order, and part of that is 
taking time to say thank you. 
 
SCYA has been a big part of my life these last several years. 
My first interactions with the organization were with Simon 
Dekker. Something he said to me once was, “This is 
supposed to be about having fun,” and that stuck with me. I 
carried that spirit into my time as commodore at Seal Beach 
Yacht Club and tried to keep it at the heart of everything I 
did. 
 
It was Sylvia Wheeler who suggested me as a potential flag 



 

officer at SCYA. I wasn’t expecting it, but I said yes to the 
nominating committee, and I’m so grateful I did. That single 
moment opened one of the most rewarding chapters of my 
life. Serving on the SCYA flag, and eventually as Commodore 
in 2023, gave me friendships, memories, and a sense of 
purpose I never could have planned for. 
 
I may not be around much longer, but I’ll always be proud of 
the time I spent with SCYA and the people I got to serve 
alongside. Thank you for the support, the laughs, and the 
trust you placed in me. It meant more than I can ever really 
say. 

— SCYA S/C John Caldwell (2023) 
jacaldwell@jacaldwellinc.com 

  

 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Eight Bells SCYA 
S/C Jerry Martin 

 

mailto:jacaldwell@jacaldwellinc.com


 
We are sad to announce the passing of SCYA S/C Jerry Martin 
on October 12th, 2025. 
 
Since serving as Commodore in 2003 for SCYA, Jerry was 
active in SCYA, most recently serving as chair of the 
membership committee. 
 



 

Jerry also served as commodore of King Harbor Yacht Club, 
the Association of Santa Monica Bay Yacht Clubs, and 
Redondo Beach Yacht Club.   
 
He had a distinguished 22 year Military Career including tours 
in Korea and Vietnam. Jerry enjoyed 35 years of racing in his 
Olson 30, Wavelength, and Capri 25. 
 
In 2022 Jerry was awarded the Warren Ewert Memorial 
Trophy in recognition of his service to SCYA. 
 
A Celebration of Life has been planned for 
Saturday,  November 22 at King Harbor Yacht Club. 
 
--  
Lee Coller 
Commodore 
Southern California Yachting Association 

  

 

 

PORT CAPTAIN 
Upcoming Events 

 

November 8, 2025 
SCYA Board & General Meeting 

Santa Monica Windjammers Yacht Club 
Register HERE 

 

https://scya.org/event/2025-scya-nov-meeting/


 

December 13, 2025 
SCYA Board Only-Transition Meeting 

Oceanside Yacht Club 

 
SAVE THE DATES! 

  
February 22-23, February 28-March 1, 2026 

96th Annual SCYA Midwinter Regatta 
Submit your race events to vicecommodore@scya.org 

 
March 20-22, 2026 (Date Change) 

2026 SCYA Womens Conference & Midwinter Regatta 
Co-Hosted with National Women's Sailing Association (NWSA) 

Hosted at Long Beach Yacht Club 
Questions? Reach out to vicecommodore@scya.org 

  

 

 

SCYA RECRUITMENT NOTICE 
We're Hiring! 
Service 
Administrator 

 

Are you passionate about Corinthian boating and supporting a 
vibrant community of yacht clubs? The Southern California 
Yachting Association (SCYA) is seeking a highly organized, 
community-minded Service Administrator to provide essential 

mailto:vicecommodore@scya.org
https://womensailing.org/
https://www.lbyc.org/
mailto:vicecommodore@scya.org


support to our member clubs and volunteer leadership team. 
 
POSITION 
Service Administrator 
 
LOCATION 
Southern California (primarily remote w/ in-person events 
and meetings as needed) 
 
REPORTS TO 
SCYA Commodore 
 
EMPLOYMENT TYPE 
Part-Time, 30 hours per week with some seasonal fluctuation 
 
ABOUT SCYA 
The Southern California Yachting Association represents a 
broad coalition of yacht clubs across a diverse service area 
that includes: 

• All of Southern California from the Mexican border 
through San Luis Obispo, Kern, and San Bernardino 
Counties 

• The Central California counties of Fresno, Kings, and 
Tulare 

• Arizona, and southern Nevada 
• Baja California, Mexico 

SCYA exists to promote, foster, and encourage organized 
yachting and yacht racing, conduct regattas, preserve 
yachting traditions and etiquette, and support the interests of 



its member clubs. Through collaboration, continuity, and 
celebration of Corinthian spirit, we aim to strengthen the ties 
between member organizations and advance the sport across 
the region. 
 
ABOUT THE ROLE 
As Service Administrator, you’ll serve as the operational 
anchor for SCYA—coordinating communications, managing 
records, supporting event logistics, and maintaining essential 
services across our programs. With officers and directors 
rotating annually, this position provides the consistency and 
institutional knowledge needed to keep the organization 
running smoothly. 
 
KEY RESPONSIBILITIES 

• Maintain communication systems, including website, 
scheduling tools, contact databases, and organizational 
records 

• Support financial operations, including coordination with 
SCYA Treasurer 

• Coordinate logistics for SCYA events: Board Meetings, 
Annual Installation & Awards Dinner, Commodore’s 
Cruise, and Opening Days 

• Coordinate honorific awards, yearbook distribution, sail 
number sales, and merchandise 

• Manage perpetual trophies, honorific awards, sail 
number assignments, and retail merchandise 

• Assist officers, committee chairs, and member clubs 
with resources and information 



• Serve as a consistent liaison across SCYA’s regional 
membership and affiliated organizations 

QUALIFICATIONS 

• Strong administrative, organizational, and customer 
service skills 

• Proficiency in Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Outlook, 
PowerPoint) 

• Experience with Wordpress, Mailchimp, Zoom/WebEx, 
and Box.com preferred 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 
• Self-motivated, dependable, and community-oriented 

Corinthian values 
• Prior experience in nonprofit or boating/yachting 

communities a plus 
• Role requires occasional physical tasks such as lifting up 

to 20 lbs. and working onsite at SCYA events throughout 
the Southern California region 

BENEFITS 

• Paid Time Off (PTO): equivalent of two weeks per year, 
accrued weekly. 

• Flexible remote work environment 
• Paid mileage and reimbursable expenses for approved 

in-person duties 
• Opportunities to attend SCYA events, regattas, and 

seminars 

WHY JOIN SCYA?  
This is more than an administrative role—it's an opportunity 



 

to serve a legacy-rich community and contribute to the 
success of approximately 90 clubs across a wide-reaching 
and culturally diverse territory. As Service Administrator, you 
will help strengthen the traditions, camaraderie, and 
excellence that define Corinthian yachting throughout our 
service area. 
 
TO APPLY 
Submit your cover letter and resume the SCYA Commodore 
at commodore@scya.org no later than Thursday, November 
6, 2025 at midnight.  
 
Fair winds and following seas—we look forward to hearing 
from you! 
 
Southern California Yachting Association 
Serving Clubs, Preserving Tradition, Promoting Excellence in 
Corinthian Yachting 

  

 

 

SCYA LIAISON REPORT 
Maintaining Our 
Corinthian Spirit 
and Professional 
Conduct 

 

mailto:commodore@scya.org


Dear ASMBYC Board Members and Delegates, 
 
As representatives of our member clubs and ambassadors of 
Corinthian yachting, each of us plays an important role in 
setting the tone and example for how we work together. The 
ASMBYC Bridge would like to take this opportunity to remind 
all members that our meetings and communications—
whether in person, by email, or online—must always reflect 
the highest standards of respect, courtesy, and 
professionalism. 
 
Our purpose as an association is to foster cooperation among 
clubs, coordinate racing and activities, and strengthen the 
bonds within our boating community. These goals can only be 
achieved when we treat one another with civility and listen to 
differing viewpoints with an open mind and collegial spirit. 
 
Moving forward, any form of disrespectful, personal, or 
derogatory language—whether directed at an individual, a 
club, or a committee—will not be accepted in any ASMBYC 
setting. We ask that all members conduct themselves in 
accordance with the Corinthian values of sportsmanship, 
fairness, and mutual respect that define our shared tradition. 
 
Thank you for your continued service, volunteerism, and 
dedication to ASMBYC and the broader Southern California 
boating community. Together, we can continue to promote an 
environment where collaboration and respect remain at the 
helm of everything we do. 
 



 

With appreciation and respect, 
The ASMBYC Bridge 
Association of Santa Monica Bay Yacht Clubs 

  

 

 

SCYA LIAISON REPORT 
RBOC-BoatUS 
Virtual Boating 
Advocacy Update 

 

RBOC & BoatUS invite boaters to register today for our free, 
virtual, boat advocacy update that will be held at 7 pm on 
Wednesday, November 19.   
 
We will provide timely updates on the key government affairs 
issues in which we are engaged including golden mussels, 
marine flares, registration fees, copper-based anti-fouling 
paints, water conveyance, E15 fuel, and more! 
 
To register: click here  
 
Please feel free to pass this information on to your friends, 
colleagues and clubs. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_W5dLqbXIQ4O-_HaC3zPhnw#/registration


 

 

 

  

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 
SoCal Yachting 
Invitational—from 
Idea to Reality 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_W5dLqbXIQ4O-_HaC3zPhnw#/registration


 
 
Inspiring Clubs to Build Friendships, Memories, and 
New Traditions 

Submitted by Brian Randall, Vice Commodore – West Coast 
Yacht Club 
 
Picture this: 56 boats. 115 yacht club members. Three clubs. 
One island. Many of us had never met before, yet by the end 
of the weekend, we were sharing laughs, swapping stories, 
and making plans to see each other again. That was the 
magic of the Inaugural Southern California Yachting 
Invitational, a brand-new tradition born from a simple “What 
if?” 

Planting the Seed 

Two years ago, I started asking myself how West Coast Yacht 
Club, founded in 1931, with no clubhouse and no dock but a 
deep love for cruising, could expand its connections. Our 



members already enjoy a full calendar of events and do 
about eight official cruises a year, with four to five additional 
land events in between, including regattas, poker runs, 
community service events, and holiday dinners. But I 
wondered: 

• What if we teamed up with another yacht club for a joint 
cruise? 

• What if we added some friendly competition to keep 
things exciting? 

• What if new friendships could blossom and strengthen 
our yachting network for years to come? 

That idea took root during Cerritos Bahia Yacht Club’s 2024 
Opening Day when I shared it with then Vice Commodore 
Bryan Ingersoll. He was intrigued, but his year’s schedule 
was already set. So, we kept the conversation alive through 
club visits and shared meals until the timing was right. 

Then fate stepped in. Bryan Ingersoll mentioned our plan to 
Mary Mercer of Shoreline Yacht Club. Her immediate reaction: 
“Can we join you?” And with that, the “Three Amigos” were 
formed, setting out to launch the first Southern California 
Yachting Invitational. 



 

Making It Happen 

Our vision was clear: unite yacht clubs on a typical cruise, 
create a welcoming environment for members to mix, and 
playfully crown a perpetual trophy winner to ensure the 
tradition continues. All the planning that occurred, meeting 
every three weeks for months before the event, couldn't even 
predict the turnout that we had. 

The response was beyond our expectations. (115 attendees 
and 56  boats) On July 18th, we filled Two Harbors, Catalina, 
with a colorful fleet and an even more colorful crowd. The 
weekend unfolded with: 

1. A Progressive Dinghy Happy Hour – Nine boats themed 
(three from each club) hosted cocktails and appetizers 
for 100 guests. Crews dressed as pirates, Gilligan’s 
Island castaways, and Jimmy Buffett fans. (We even 
had a live parrot and yes, a chicken.) 



2. Trophy Competitions – An Island Scavenger Hunt, giant 
Jenga, and cornhole tested our teamwork, creativity, 
and spirit. 

3. A Shared BBQ in Buffalo Park – Clubs grilled Ahi, carne 
asada, chicken, and kebabs while members contributed 
side dishes. The night wrapped with awards, a 50/50 
raffle benefitting the Long Beach Sea Scouts, and the 
presentation of the inaugural trophy. 

Cerritos Bahia Yacht Club claimed the first win, holding their 
trophy high like champions. But in truth, every club went 
home richer with new friends, fresh ideas, and memories to 
last a lifetime. 

 

A Challenge to Other Clubs 



This event proved something important: great things 
happens when yacht clubs work together. We met every 
three weeks for months to plan, pooled resources, shared 
responsibilities, and built something bigger than any one club 
could have done alone. 

Already, more clubs have asked to join next year’s 
invitational. We hope that this sparks a wave of similar 
collaborations up and down the coast. Whether it’s a joint 
cruise, a shared regatta, or a multi-club social, the formula is 
the same: open the door, mix your crews, and watch the 
magic happen. 

We set out to create a weekend of fun and competition. What 
we discovered was a model for friendship, unity, and the 
future of yachting camaraderie. 

So here’s our invitation to you: find your “What if,” and make 
it happen. 



 

  

Your Turn to Start Something New 

It doesn’t take a massive fleet, a huge budget, or years of 
tradition; it takes a willingness to collaborate, a few creative 
ideas, and the courage to try something new. Call a 
neighboring club. Share a meal. Toss around ideas. You 
might spark the next great multi-club tradition. 

Friendship is the real trophy; everything else is just the icing 
on the cake. 



 

 

  



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 
Expired Marine 
Flare Collection 
Events  

 

 

Alameda County, Del Norte County , West Contra Costa County, Marin County, 

Santa Cruz County, City of Santa Barbara, Ports of LA and San Diego, the City of 

Oceanside, and the California Product Stewardship Council have partnered 

with CalRecycle, California State Parks and Coastal Commission’s California Boating 

Clean and Green Program to collect expired marine flares and educate residents about 

marine flare management safety, including the advantages of reusable distress signals, to 

protect California communities and the local environment. 

Residents and boaters berthing their boats in Alameda County, Del Norte County , 

West Contra Costa County, Marin County, Santa Cruz County, Santa Barbara 

County, LA County, and San Diego County can take their expired marine flares to their 

county’s designated marine flare collection events in the fall. Only expired marine flares 



from residents and boaters berthing their boats in the covered areas will be accepted. 

No marine flares from commercial craft or an organization nor other forms of 

household hazardous waste (HHW) will be accepted during the special event. Proof of 

residence or eligibility is required (i.e., license, registration, or slip fee). 

Please participate and share this important information. 

Northern California 
West Contra Costa County Cities include: El Cerrito, Hercules, Pinole, San Pablo, 

Richmond, El Sobrante, Kensington, Crockett, Port Costa, Rodeo, and 

unincorporated West Contra Costa County. 
Wednesday, Oct. 29 - Saturday, Nov. 8, 2025 

Wednesday - Saturday, 9 AM - 4 PM 

101 Pittsburg Avenue, Richmond, CA 94801 
THIS EVENT IS ONLY FOR WEST CONTRA COSTA (WCC) COUNTY 

RESIDENTS. Boaters must prove WCC residency to participate. 

Del Norte County 
Saturday, November 8, 2025 10 AM to 2 PM 

1700 State Street, Crescent City, CA 95531 

Marin County 
Sunday, November 9, 2025, 8 AM to 12 PM 

Clipper Yacht Harbor, 310 Harbor Dr, Sausalito, CA 

Alameda County 
Sunday, November 9, 2025, By Appointment ONLY. 9 AM to 1 PM 

Sign-up for an appointment at: www.stopwaste.org/marineflares 

Santa Cruz County 
Sunday, November 9, 2025, 8 AM to 12 PM 

425 Brommer Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95062. 

Check and share the NorCal Regional Flier 

https://email.cloud.secureclick.net/c/7532?id=5149765.2955.1.0a6d5650074ed2b7af3f57c30417fd3c
https://email.cloud.secureclick.net/c/7532?id=5149765.2956.1.8155ac4097e88a26e51ac038d0754af2


Southern California 
San Diego County 
Saturday, November 15, 2025, 8 AM to 12 PM 

Shelter Island Boat Ramp 

2210 Shelter Island Dr, San Diego, CA 92106 

Los Angeles County 
Saturday, November 15, 2025, 10 AM to 2 PM 

Cabrillo Way Marina, 2293 Miner St, San Pedro, CA 90731 

City of Oceanside 
Saturday, November 15, 2025, 8 AM to 12 PM 

1850 North Harbor Dr. Oceanside, CA 92054 

Santa Barbara County 
Sunday, November 16, 2025, 8 AM to 12 PM 

City of Santa Barbara Waterfront 

132-A Harbor Way, Santa Barbara, CA 93109 

Check and share the SoCal Regional Flier 

The United States Coast Guard (USGC) requires boaters to carry several unexpired visual 

distress signals on board, day and night. Pyrotechnic marine flares are a common type of 

distress signal, but they are explosive and contain toxic chemicals and must be managed as 

hazardous waste when expired or no longer needed. To assure safety and protect the 

environment, it is essential to manage single-use pyrotechnic marine flares carefully. 

Boaters should never throw expired or unneeded flares overboard or in the trash. 

Single-use pyrotechnic marine flares expire and must be replaced every 36 to 42 months 

after their manufacture date and recreational vessels generate about 174,000 pyrotechnic 

expired marine flares every year, according to the California Expired Marine Flare 

Working Group estimate in 2011. However, California boaters do not currently have access 

to an ongoing state-wide disposal program for expired marine flares. To avoid the 

difficulties of safe disposal for pyrotechnic marine flares, the partners encourage boaters to 

https://email.cloud.secureclick.net/c/7532?id=5149765.2957.1.2dee0a7ae9a49a5c201fdd49eb412856


consider an electronic visual distress signal device (eVDSD) as a reusable, safe and cost-

effective alternative to buying the single-use pyrotechnic marine flares. 

For more information about expired marine flares visit, dbw.parks.ca.gov/marineflares and 

to learn more check our podcast about this topic 

Hear from Marie Rogers, California Recreational Boater Certified Sailing Instructor, 

Competitor in Major Regattas like the Transpac about these collection events 

https://email.cloud.secureclick.net/c/7532?id=5149765.2958.1.2b05e2603a5e649d2fe81c17a48ae761
https://email.cloud.secureclick.net/c/7532?id=5149765.2959.1.3a8f8e3da3858550c087f17d6b7796a8
https://email.cloud.secureclick.net/c/7532?id=5149765.2960.1.eca1d99c61d96ecb424cfb3188804bfe
https://email.cloud.secureclick.net/c/7532?id=5149765.2960.1.eca1d99c61d96ecb424cfb3188804bfe


 

 

  



 

 

SCYA SHIP STORE 
Yachting Protocol 
Guidelines Book 

 



 

 

https://www.scya.org/product/protocol_book_6th_edition/


 

https://www.scya.org/product/protocol_book_6th_edition/


 

Southern California Yachting Association’s YACHTING 
PROTOCOL GUIDELINES, 6th edition 2024, is available for 
purchase online at the SCYA Shop. 
 
Free Ground shipping is available within the 48 contiguous 
states. We apologize, but Hawaii, Alaska, and international 
destinations are excluded. 

  
 

 

 

SCYA SEARCHLIGHT NEWSLETTER  
Submission 
Guidelines 

 

SCYA sends two types of email messaging: Searchlight 
(monthly newsletter) and Spotlight (alerts and invitations). 
 
The Searchlight is the monthly SCYA Newsletter. 
It’s intended for News and Announcements. Boater and 
community interest stories, event details, race results, 
awards, and member news and save-the-date. The 
Searchlight is sent to all subscribers. 
 
The Spotlight is intended for Alerts and Invitations. 
It is sent no more than 1x per day, Monday through Friday 
and can be sent to all subscribers or to member clubs by 
Harbor Association. Alerts are items of concern that could 
have an immediate impact on the boating community such as 
entangled whales or areas to avoid. Invitations include 

https://www.scya.org/product/protocol_book_6th_edition/


 

Opening Days, seminars and webinars, NOR, or any other 
item with a Who, What, When, Where, and How to register to 
attend. 
 
Submission Guidelines 
To submit articles to the Searchlight, send the text of your 
article in a copiable format such as Word or plain text along 
with a single related image preferably sized 400x400 pixels in 
jpg, gif, or png format. Searchlight submissions should be 
sent to the Searchlight Editor at scyanewsletter@scya.org.  
 
You can submit to the Spotlight in one of two ways. You can 
submit the Who What When and Where text copiable format 
such as Word or plain text along with a single related image 
preferably sized 800x800 pixels in jpg, gif, or png format. 
Alternatively, you can submit your fully coded HTML with 
image assets that follow our general format in a .zip file. 
Spotlight submissions should be sent to the SCYA Service 
Administrator at service@scya.org.  
 
Neither the Searchlight or the Spotlight sends PDFs, Single-
Image or link-only email. SCYA is not equipped to retype text 
from image files nor responsible for any spelling errors from 
duplicate efforts. All submissions are subject to editorial 
approval and/or editing for space or tempo. 

  

 

FOLLOW SCYA 
 

mailto:scyanewsletter@scya.org
mailto:service@scya.org


 

  

 

  

 

   

 

SHARE ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
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SCYA Searchlight Newsletter Information 
Searchlight Editor: John Gaddis, scyanewsletter@scya.org 

http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fscya.org%2Fsearchlight-newsletter-2025-october-13906439
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=SCYA+Searchlight+Newsletter+-+October+2025:%20https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fscya.org%2Fsearchlight-newsletter-2025-october-13906439
https://us10.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=99064fe5322323b423ba49ea1&id=5a5760b250&e=%5bUNIQID%5d
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fscya.org%2Fsearchlight-newsletter-2025-october-13906439&mini=true&title=SCYA+Searchlight+Newsletter+-+October+2025
mailto:scyanewsletter@scya.org?subject=SCYA%20Searchlight%20Newsletter%20Inquiry
http://www.facebook.com/SouthernCaliforniaYachtingAssociation
http://scya.org/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fscya.org%2Fsearchlight-newsletter-2025-october-13906439
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=SCYA+Searchlight+Newsletter+-+October+2025:%20https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fscya.org%2Fsearchlight-newsletter-2025-october-13906439
https://us10.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=99064fe5322323b423ba49ea1&id=5a5760b250&e=%5bUNIQID%5d
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fscya.org%2Fsearchlight-newsletter-2025-october-13906439&mini=true&title=SCYA+Searchlight+Newsletter+-+October+2025
https://scya.org/


 

MarCom Committee Chair: V/C Jodi Masters-Gonzales 
Commodore: Lee Coller, commodore@scya.org 
 
SCYA Customer Service 
Contact Kim Bergeron, SCYA Service Administrator 
at service@scya.org or (562) 433-7426. 

 

SCYA Website | Events & Meetings | Race Calendar  
Cruising Calendar | Club of the Year | SCYA Awards 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

Copyright © 2024 Southern California Yachting Association, 
All rights reserved. 
 
Our mailing address is  
SCYA 
PO BOX 3265 
SEAL BEACH, California 90740 
 
Add us to your address book 
 
 
Want to change how you receive these emails? You 
can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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