The winter of our discontent is almost over...
...Lots of Great Racing on the Horizon!

November 2020
Visit our Website

Southern
California
Yachting
Association
Board & General
Meetings
November 7
Bahia Corinthian
Yacht Club
Board Meeting 1030 hours
General Election Meeting & Lunch 1200
hours
Menu:

Filet Mignon
Vegetables
Salad
Dessert
$40 per person
Limit of 65 people-- Register early!
Use this link to RSVP by Nov. 3rd by 11 am www.scya.org
"Contactless Registration"
No cash, credit card or checks accepted at the door for your safety.
Winter Uniform: Blue Blazer, Gray Slacks
Guest Speaker: Gary Green
SCYA Staff Commodore Gary Green has served as commodore of Pacific Coast Yachting
Association, Association of Santa Monica Bay Yacht Clubs, South Bay Yacht Racing Club, and
Marina Venice Yacht Club.
Gary has been racing sailboats since the 1980's, and has owned and raced four boats including an
Ericson 28, a Catalina 380, a Martin 242 and his last boat, Green Dragon 2, a Beneteau First 44.7.
His wife, Rosalie raced for many years in Marina Del Rey and more recently Long Beach harbor.
He has competed numerous times in the Newport-Ensenada race and in SCYA's Midwinter
Regatta. Gary and Rosalie have sailed as crew in Baja Ha Has and have sailed as far as Puerto
Vallarta, Mexico. Gary will be speaking about his last Baja Ha Ha, where Green Dragon 2 sank
offshore in the Sea of Cortez on January 2, 2020.

Commodore's
Corner
John Marshall

The SCYA 2020 Commodores Cruise to Avalon was a huge success! It exceeded everyone’s
expectations. I would like to extend a great big “Thank you” to our Port Captain Rod Woods,
Wendy Rozak of Yachta Yachta Yachta Travel, our Service Manager, Sylvia Wheeler and SCYA
Director Kimberley Milligan for putting this event together. These folks had to be nimble with the
ability to change directions on a dime.
Wendy Rozak managed to secure a block of twenty rooms at the Hotel Atwater with a nice
discount. Plus, we received an $80 Food and Beverage credit, a complimentary Glass Bottom Boat
tour, two splits of sparkling wine in our room, use of bicycles for free and luggage service on the
day of departure. Most took advantage of the Catalina Flyer to arrive mid-morning on Friday.
Others arrived on their own boat and some booked VRBO homes in Avalon.

After lunch at the Bluewater Grill, we went on the Glass Bottom Boat tour. Then, we had the patio
at the Descanso Beach Club set up for our group of 50+ people. We distributed all the SCYA 2020
Commodores Cruise apparel and facemasks while we blew through the $80 Food and Beverage
credit in one evening! The wait staff was very attentive, so it was a great kickoff to the weekend.
Saturday morning was the group activity at the Avalon Miniature Golf Garden right next to the
new Von’s store. We organized a “shotgun” start, meaning a foursome would start on any available
hole. That way, we’d all finish at roughly the same time. In order to ensure that we’d have a little
friendly competition, your Commodore offered a $100 bill for the lowest score and a one dollar bill
for the highest score. We had three people tie at 59, but the lowest score was a 57, turned in by Rod
Woods. The highest score of 76 was Mark Burnett and he received his one dollar bill and a little
box that read, “Size does matter. Who wants a small glass of wine?"
The next group event was dinner on the beach provided by Steve’s Steakhouse. During the day,
beachgoers enjoyed the white sand, sitting on beach towels with a keen eye on their children
playing in the water. At 4:30 PM, the transformation begins with tables and chairs set up on the
beach. You couldn’t ask for a better ambiance for dinner. SCYA Director Marlyn Dinon is an
accomplished artist. She presented the 2020 SCYA Commodore with a painting for the “SCYA
2020 Covid Commodore”. It was a still life of a roll of toilet paper!
On Sunday morning, we rode bikes over to the Buffalo Nickel restaurant for brunch. That’s where
the Long Beach to Avalon helicopter lands when you absolutely have to get to Avalon in 15
minutes. The SCYA Commodores Cruise celebrates all the Commodores of our member yacht
clubs and shouldn’t be missed. A great time was had by all!

-----John
Fun times at the Commodores Cruise 2020!

From the Vice
Commodore
Bill McNamara
The 92nd annual Southern
California Yachting Association
(SCYA) Midwinter Regatta is
scheduled for the February

weekends 6-7 and 20-21, and
has often been the largest West
Coast regatta of the year. Recent
years have included as many as
2,500 sailors competing on 600
yachts in as many as 100
different classes, hosted by 25
yacht clubs.
The first Midwinter Regatta
was held in 1928 when SCYA
and the Los Angeles Junior
Chamber of Commerce teamed
up to show to the rest of the
country what kind of sporting
paradise Southern California
offered - even in the winter. As
hoped, that first Midwinter
Regatta attracted boats and
crews from the Great Lakes, the Atlantic seaboard and all along the Pacific coast. Some of the bestknown yachtsmen in America competed, including Clifford Mallory, John Alden and Herbert Stone
(the editor of Yachting magazine.)
Southern California weather in February has not always lived up to the expectations the LA
Chamber of Commerce wished to show off. Racing conditions have ranged from a near hurricane in
1935 to other years of dead calm, impenetrable fog, or driving rain. However, there were also many
days sailed in glorious sunshine, blue skies and warm breezes. That’s exactly the weather they had
in 1947 when Ed Witte won, nosing out actor Humphrey Bogart in his beloved 1935 Sparkman &
Stephen’s designed 55-foot split-rig, Santana. In good weather or bad, one of the most dominant
sailors at the Midwinter Regattas during the 1950s was George Fleitz. He had the distinction of
winning three years in a row. The Midwinter Regatta typically drew 200 to 300 entries back then.
SCYA celebrated its 25th jubilee Midwinter Regatta in 1954 with mild weather and actress Mitzi
Gaynor reigning as the chosen queen of the Midwinter Regatta.
For many years Los Angeles Harbor was the only racing venue. The first expansion added courses
farther south in Alamitos Bay. 1973 saw the addition of racing to the north off Marina Del Rey and
King Harbor. In 1977 yacht entries reached a record 1,200. New venues continued to be added
through the years until races were being held from Santa Barbara to San Diego and as far east as
Arizona and Nevada. Recent additions include an ocean venue in Ensenada, Mexico, and radiocontrolled model yacht racing in Irvine and Long Beach city park lakes as well as Lake Gregory in
the So Cal mountains (held after that lake clears of ice!)
The growth in the number of entries clearly shows the gaining popularity of sailboat racing. From
1930 to 1960 an approximate total of 17,000 skippers and crew took part in the Midwinter Regattas.
During the next thirty years, the total number of skipper and crew participants grew to an estimate
exceeding 75,000.
Regattas don’t just happen, so through the years many people have staffed the SCYA Midwinter
Regatta committee to handle planning, coordination, publicity, trophies, etc. and host clubs have
provided race committees, protest committees and hospitality committees involving thousands of
volunteers over the years.
The SCYA Midwinter Regatta opens the racing season each year for many clubs, volunteers and
racers. Please encourage friends, club officers and commercial sponsors alike to make the 2021
Midwinter Regatta the kickoff to a new year of racing after many race postponements and
cancellations. Up to date information is available at https://SCYAMidwinterRegatta.org.

---Bill

Southern
California

Boaters,
Join our Clean
Boating
Happy Hour
Webinar!
Bring your own Happy Hour
snacks, learn some quick and
easy tips to boat responsibly,and
keep our waterways clean, and
receive the CA Boater Kit !
Thursday, November 12th at
5:30 pm
You must register to attend this
webinar.

IT’s ON !! 2021 NEWPORT TO ENSENADA
INTERNATIONAL YACHT RACE -

A certainty to look forward to in uncertain
times
Laurie Morrison
NOSA
NEWPORT BEACH, Calif., October 27, 2020 – Despite ongoing uncertainties on the path to
normal following COVID-19 restrictions, the Newport Ocean Sailing Association has announced
one certainty – the 73rd Newport to Ensenada International Yacht Race will start off the Balboa
Pier April 23, 2021.
Although still six months before the start of the 2021 race, the board is planning for the best; the
historical full fleet sail to Ensenada with courses to San Diego and Dana Point, but has prepared
alternative routes, parties and celebrations to ensure that the race, the fun, the camaraderie N2E is
famous for, will go on.
“If for any reason Mexico becomes off limits, we will switch Ensenada entries to the San Diego
course,” said Commodore William Gibbs. “In consideration of this possibility, we have upgraded
the N2SD course from a 60nm drag race into a challenging 100nm race into Mexican waters
leaving the Coronado Islands to port. But there will be a race.”
The 2020 race would have been Gibbs’ 20th time racing N2E; he’s won just as many trophies. But
it’s more than the winning that keeps him coming back. “The people, the parties, the race,
Ensenada, it’s all great. It was those factors that lead me to volunteer with NOSA,” he said.
Fortunately, sailboat racing is showing great signs of life with many offshore and closed course
races getting back on the calendar, with COVID guidelines followed for the safety of everyone. The
safety, and the wellbeing of participating sailors and volunteers is a priority for NOSA so all
activities will follow concurrent health guidelines.
The success of any race depends on its participants, and NOSA is asking for the sailing
community’s ongoing support of N2E by entering. “N2E racers, while being safety conscious as
always, deserve to have a good time on their boats again,” said Gibbs. “There are traditions and
institutions, such as the Newport to Ensenada International Yacht Race, that will persevere in the
face of adversity.”
NORs are now posted on the NOSA Website and registration is open with an early bird gift of
special edition N2E hats for those signed up by December 15 , 2020.

Bringing Up the
Rear
Anne Eubanks

SCYA member clubs often pose the question, what does SCYA do for the yacht clubs? This is
always a great question and here’s how I reply.
You get out of SCYA what you put into it. While going up the Flags at DPYC I started attending
SCYA meetings and events. At first, I knew no one and wasn’t familiar with the protocol. But after
attending several events I started meeting a lot of nice members from other clubs. As you talk with
them over lunch or cocktails you find out some very interesting stories, learn bits of history, and
make some great friends. You also realize SCYA puts on some informative seminars to make sure
the southern California boaters have access to some great learning tools. Whenever I had a question
I didn’t know the answer to, I would flip through the SCYA yearbook and poll a few other
Commodores who I thought might know the answer. SCYA helps you build a great network.
In 2020, we facilitated a monthly Commodores Round Table in order to provide a time for the
Commodores to discuss the challenges of the Pandemic and to learn what each club was doing to
serve their membership and survive financially. In October, we hosted a very informative
Membership Seminar for Vice Commodores and Membership Chairs to share best practices. I
would like to thank Steve Harvey (S/C SYCLB) for chairing this event, and Harper Hathaway
(CorYC Membership Chair), Scott LaMay (PMYC Rear Commodore), and Christine Doll (PMYC
Fleet Captain) for being presenters. It was a wonderful and informative seminar. We also had a
“live” Rear Commodores Seminar in January to brief the Rear Commodores with tips on what to
expect while serving as a Bridge Officer.
Very soon, each club will be receiving an information sheet to fill out for the SCYA Yearbook. The
incoming Commodore should make it a priority to complete this in a timely fashion and return it to
the SCYA office by December 1st. As Commodore Elect, one of your first duties is to select your
SCYA Delegates. Please give this some thought and appoint Delegates who will attend meetings
and report back to your club all the wonderful things available through SCYA. If you have any
questions on how to select your Delegates, please contact Kimberley Milligan our SCYA Member
Outreach Chair.
SCYA is camaraderie. Embrace your membership, join our events, and have a lot of fun along the
way.
This weekend at the SCYA Commodores Cruise in Avalon, I got to visit and enjoy the Catalina
Island Yacht Club as a guest of M.L. Buck (SCYA Director) and Rod Woods (SCYA Port
Captain). I never thought I would get the opportunity or privilege to see this historic club. It was a

once in a lifetime experience. Thank you M.L. and Rod! At the SCYA miniature golf tournament
Rod was styling some funky shoes. I must share a picture of them in case you would like to inquire
where you can purchase a pair for you.
In closing, I am writing this article while on my boat and after a day of sailing. I enjoyed a lovely
sunset and wanted to share it with you. I love living and sailing in Southern California!

---Anne

Rod Woods' snappy golf shoes--- He could
sure use a pedicure...
See You in
December!
Join us for the Joint Board Meeting
Saturday, December 12 at Seal Beach Yacht
Club.
Joint Board-Only meeting 1030 hours
luncheon 1200 hours
Register Here!

THE FOLLOWING
SPONSORS ENABLE US
TO PRODUCE
OUR PUBLICATIONS &
WEBSITE.
THANKS TO:

Charles
Garvey

Insurance
Gowrie Group
California Yacht Club
Newport Ocean Sailing Association
The Log
Bloomfield Group
Firm Media

Holiday Boat Parade
Guide #5

Thank you to the clubs That submitted, and for
keeping the tradition alive!

Oh, and...Happy Thanksgiving!!!

